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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Applicants' attorney Albert S. Penilla gave authorization for this examiner's 
amendment on June 10, 2005. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1, line 2, before "coupling" delete — the — . 

Claim 1, line 4, change "the integrated circuit" to — integrated circuits — . 
Claim 1, line 4, before "manufacturing" insert — semiconductor — . 
Claim 2, line 2, before "coupling" delete — the — . 
Claim 2, line 4, change "the integrated circuit" to — integrated circuits — . 
Claim 2, line 4, before "manufacturing" insert — semiconductor — . 
Claim 3, line 2, before "coupling" delete — the — . 

Claim 3, line 4, change "the integrated circuit" to — integrated circuits — . 

Claim 3, line 4, before "manufacturing" insert — semiconductor — . 

Claim 4, line 5, before "standard" insert — multiple — . 

Claim 4, line 8, before "variant" delete — design — . 

Claim 4, line 9, before "variant" delete — design — . 

Claim 14, line 7 (two places), change "IC" to —integrated circuit — . 

Claim 16, line 7 (two places), change "IC" to — integrated circuit — . 

Claim 16, line 12, after "variant" insert — design — . 

Claim 19, line 7 (two places), change "IC" to — integrated circuit — . 

Claim 19, line 10 (two places), change "IC" to — integrated circuit — . 

Reasons for Allowance 

Claims 1 - 9 and 1 1 - 1 9 are allowed over the prior art of record. An examiner's 
statement of reasons for allowance is given in the following: 

Claims 1 - 3 and 14 - 19 are allowed due to allowable subject matters as 
explained in the Office Action mailed to applicants on 04/07/2005. 

Claim 4-9 and 1 1 - 13 are allowed because the prior art does not teach or fairly 
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suggest the following subject matter: 

• A method for allowing an integrated circuit designer to optimize an integrated 
circuit design comprises a step of designing a plurality of variants of multiple 
standard components for use in forming the integrated circuit design wherein 
the variants are designed to at least address the manufacturing problems of 
poor contact formation, contact alignment, metal line spacing and metal line 
direction changes in combination with limitations as recited in independent 
Claim 4. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sun J. Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272 - 
1 899. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9:30am to 
6:30pm. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
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1782. 
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Patent Examiner 
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